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BY-LAWS 

OF THE 

CHRISTIAN WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS. 



1. The Executive Committee shall meet for the transaction of business, in Indianapolis, 
on or about the first Monday in each month. 

2. Five members of the Executive Committee shall reside in Indianapolis or vicinity, 
The non-resident members shall be entitled to a proxy vote on all questions of importance. 

3. The President shall prepare programmes for and take charge of the meetings of the 
Board, and of the Executive Committee. She shall use all wise endeavors to promote the 
interests of the Board. 

The Vice President shall prepare programmes for and preside over State meetings, take 
charge of the interests of the work within their jurisdiction, and in harmony with the Pres- 
ident develop the resources of the same. 

The State Secretaries shall receive all reports from auxiliary societies, transmit the same 
quarterly to the Board, co-operate with the Vice-President in organizing societies, and from 
time to time furnish instructions to the same. 

The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Board, and take 
charge of all books and papers belonging to the same. She shall make all notifications to 
officers and committees. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall attend to the correspondence of the Board, and keep 
the same on file ; shall receive all reports from the State Secretaries, and make a report to 
the Board, at its annual meeting, of the work done. 

The Treasurer shall receive all money sent to the treasury of the Board, and disburse 
the same according to its order. She shall make a faithful report of the same to the Board 
at its annual meeting. 

The managers shall co-operate with the Vice President and State Secretaries in their 
work of organization and development. 

4. The Treasurer's accountsshall be audited annually by a committee appointed by the 
Board. 

5. No money shall be disbursed except upon written order signed by ihe President and 
Secretary. 

6. The President, with the concurrence of the Secretary, shall be authorized to defray 
the current expenses of the Board. 

7. These By-Laws can be altered or amended at any regular meeting of the Executive 
Committe by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. 




CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

CHRISTIAN WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS. 



1. This Society shall be known as the Christian Woman's Board of Missions. 

2. Its object shall be to cultivate a'missionary spirit, to encourage missionary efforts in 
our churches, to disseminate missionary intelligence, and to secure systematic contributions 
for missionary purposes. 

3. Any woman or child may become a member of this Board by contributing not less 
than one dollar a year to its funds. 

4. Any one may become a life member by the payment of twenty-five dollars during 
two years, in not more than two installments. 

5. AH money received for life membership by this Society shall be kept as a separate 
fund and drawing interest, which interest shall be added to the principal for five years, 
dating from January 1, 1877, after which it may be used for Heathen Missions only. To 
this fund shall be added all bequests of money that may be made in the future, unless other- 
wise directed by the donor. This shall constitute the Endowment Fund of the Society, the 
principal of which shall never be expended, but shall be loaned from time to time upon 
good security. 

6. The officers of this Society shall be a President, a Corresponding and a Recordings 
Secretary, a General Treasurer, a Vice President and Secretary for each State ; Managers 
may be appointed at the discretion of- the Board. These officers shall constitute the Execu- 
tive Board or Committee, five of whom shall be a quorum for the transaction of business. 

7. The Executive Committee shall hold regular monthly meetings. There shall be an- 
nual mass meetings of this Society held at the same time and in the same town with the an- 
nual Convention of the General Christian Missionary Society. But when circumstances 
make the place or time impracticable, the Executive Board may substitilite others. At these 
annual meetings reports from the Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer shall be presented^ 
officers elected, and other business transacted. 

8. Any number of women, contributing annually, may form a society auxiliary to the 
Christian Woman's Board of Missions. 

9. The Executive Committee shall have power to fill all vacancies and make all neces- 
sary By-Laws. 

10. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any regular meeting of the Boards 
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, notice of such intention having been given 
to all the officers three months previously. 
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 

OP THE 

CHRISTIAN WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS. 



The convention assembled in the audience 
room of the churchy on Franklin ave., Cleve- 
land) O., Oct. 19, at 9 A. m. Devotional exer- 
cises occupied the first half hoar, conducted hy 
Mrs. O. A. Carr. Scripture reading, John 15th 
chapter; prayer bj Mrs. O. A. Burgess; song 
747 ; Scripture lesson on Love and Duty. 

Mrs. Carr talked a few minutes on the les- 
son, adapting it to the needs of all who had 
come up to the convention with hearts full of 
love for the Master. 

Bro. F. M. Green invoked a blessing on all 
the deliberations of the convention about to 
open. Song 717, closing with prayer by Mrs. 
Sullivan; prayer by Bro. Lobingier; song, 
He Leadeth Me." 

The meeting was opened for business at 10 

o'clock, the President in the chair. 

The following committees were appointed : 
On Enrollment : Mrs. W. A. Roth, Miss 

Celia Pritchard, Mrs. T. M. Simon, Miss Hat- 

tie E. Allen. 

On Nominations : Mrs. Pearree, Kentucky ; 
Mrs. Graybiel, New York ; Mrs. Carr, Missouri ; 
Miss Dickinson ) Illinois; Mrs^ Campbell, Mich- 
igan; Mrs. Walk, Indiana; Miss Jessie H. 
Brown J[)hio ; Mrs. B. M. Bly, Minnesota ; Mrs. 
A. E. rarmly, Wisconsin , Miss Rebecca Sit- 
ler, Marvland ; Mrs. McElrey, Iowa ; Prof. 
Hay, Colorado ; Miss Virginia Miller, Penn- 
sylvania ; Miss Irene Myers, West Virginia. 



On Missionary Tidings : Mrs. O. A. Carr, 
Mrs. Campbell, Miss Jessie H. Brown. 

By special request that but one be appointed 
on Obituaries and Resolutions, Mrs. Carr was 
appointed on the first, and Mrs. Pendleton of 
the standing committee present, on Obituaries. 

Report of the Corresponding Secretary. 

Dear Sisters and Friends : 

In behalf of the executive committee your 
Secretary submits the following report. 
Throughout the eleven years that have elapsed 
since this organization was effected, progress 
has been uniform and steady, and while we 
have no grand results or brilliant achievements 
to record, we have reason to believe that the 
gradual development of a missionary spirit 
going on in our churches as a result of thb 
movement, is full of promise for the future. 

With grateful hearts we acknowledge the 
loving kindness of our Heavenly Father in 
His dealings with us. In all of our under- 
takings He has graciously watched over and 
directed our footsteps, and greatly blessed 
every effort put forth in His name. 

The State officers have been faithful, and 
efficient; to them and the active workers in 
the auxiliary societies is largely due our pres- 
ent standing. 
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REPORT BY STATES. 
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No. of Auxiliaries. 


No. Organized the 
Past Year. 


No. Disbanded 
Past Year. 


Total Membership 
of Auxiliaries. 


No. of Mission 
Bands. 


Total Am't Con- 
tributed to Gen- 
eral Treasurer. 




1 

2 










$30 65 
102 00 

78 95 
2,379 06 
1,532 81 

671 03 
314 96 
2,504 69 
31 63 
292 60 
59 25 
273 41 
130 39 
2,593 42 
222 91 
612 38 
2,648 83 
641 71 
161 40 
34 34 
^12 58 
292 16 
85 35 
96 43 

79 55 
11 00 
10 00 








55 














89 
59 
54 
11 


25 
14 
36 
2 


10 

2 


1,300 
1,081 
751 
190 


18 

2 
3 








1 








1 
4 

3 
5 
9 
45 
20 
14 
80 
26 
5 
4 
2 
10 
















197 
87 
363 
123 
900 
340 
384 
2,295 


1 


Massachusetts. 


3 




Minnesota 


6 
10 
16 

3 
15 
12 

2 

2 




8 
14 


Missouri .. 


9 






2 
3 


1 
5 
8 
1 
1 


Ohio 




Tennessee 




-91 






Vermont 








1 




262 










Wisconsin 


7 
1 
1 
1 


5 


1 


. 98 
55 
10 


1 


District Columbia. 


1 






Jamaica 

















♦No report. 



Summary — Auxiliary societies, 454 ; organ- 
ized within the year, 153 ; disbanded within 
the year, 28 ; giving a net gain of 125 ; with 
a membership of 8,682. Auxiliaries are re- 
ported from 24 States, 1 Territory, District of 
Columbia, and Jamaica. 

It is worthy of note that in nearly every 
State where auxiliaries existed a year ago, an 
increase is reported this year, and quite en- 
couraging to learn, that two new States have 
fallen into line since our last report. For this 
we thank God and take courage, but in the 
midst of our rejoicing the remembrance of sis- 
ters still unreached comes like a discord in 
some sweet melody, and the old problem again 
arisps, how can we enlist those opposed to this 
work, and that far larger class who are simply 
indifferent and careless? living without a 
thought of precious souls perishing for the 
bread of life. 

Some societies have disbanded within the 
year, and deeply as we regret this backward 
movement, it should not surprise or discourage 
us. This is a new work, and we have much 
to learn ; it is easy to organize an auxiliary, 



but it is a very different thing to arouse that 
spirit of devotion and enthusiasm that leads to 
success. The general outlook is of a most 
hopeful character, the increase of societies and 
liberal contributions show a growth that 
is the more remarkable in view of the wide- 
spread financial depression that has prevailed 
throughout the year. But with so much that is 
bright and hopeful the year has not been one 
of unalloyed prosperity, it has had its shadows, 
its trials of faith and courage. Those who are 
familiar with the work will remember the ap- 
peal made by our President, Sister Jameson, 
through the Missionary Tidings for March. 
For the first time the executive committee 
found itself unable to meet obligations. The 
causes that led to this embarrassment need 
not be stated here, they were frankly laid be- 
fore the sisterhood and increased contributions 
asked for. These were dark days for the exec- 
utive committee, concious of having only the 
highest interest of the work in view in the dis- 
posal of funds, and feeling that every dollar 
was needed in the mission to which it was ap- 
propriated, great anxiety was felt lest by a 
failure to carry out plans agreed upon, the 
good work would suffer. But the response that 
this appeal called forth was assuring; from 
north and south, east and west, came cheering 
messages of sisterly sympathy and assurances 
of financial aid. Special contributions were 
forwarded, individuals, and in some cases 
whole societies, doubled their monthly pledges. 
At the close of the quarter the report of the 
Treasurer showed a gratifying increase, being 
$481.06 more than that of the corresponding 
quarter of last year. In this prompt response 
and loving sympathy we realized, as never be- 
fore, the strength and sweetness of this union 
with each other, as co-laborers with Christ, 
for the salvation of souls. Through the liber- 
ality of our sisters, the money withdrawn from 
the various funds has been replaced ; obliga- 
tions to Helena, Deer Lodge, and Burnett^ 
Neb., for building purposes, met ; salaries of 
the missionaries paid, with the exception of a 
payment to Bro. Azbill, and the half year's 
salary just due the girls in India. These sums 
amount to over $2,000, so that while we have 
great reason to be encouraged and thankful, 
there is still need of increased contributions. 
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In May, 1886, the Missonaky Tidings en- 
tered upon its third volume. Letters of com- 
mendation and appreciation are constantly 
being received. From the tone of these com- 
munications we are led to believe that the 
Tidings is a valuable helper in our work. We 
have about 5,000 names on our subscription 
books, including a liberal free list, and nearly 
500 copies are sent out each month as samples. 
We have readers in nearly every State and 
Territory, as well as Canada, England, Ja- 
maica, India, Japan and China. It has not 
been deemed advisable this year to increase 
the Tidings in size and price, as recommended 
at the last Convention, owing to business de- 
pression and extra calls made .upon the socie- 
ties. But the desirability of enlarging and 
improving our paper and placing it upon an 
equality with periodicals of sister societies is 
apparent. At its present size we labor at dis- 
advantage in trying to crowd into iis columns 
articles of value and interest to its readers ; 
communications prepared with care and ability 
are left over each month for lack of room. 
Limited space prevents descriptions of mission 
lands, foreign customs, statistics of work and 
plans adopted by other societies, articles for 
the entertainment and instruction of the chil- 
dren, and that general variety of topics which 
makes such a paper valuable and helpful. The 
interest taken in the Tidings by sisters every- 
where is highly appreciated, but at the low 
price of twenty-five cents per year our sub- 
scription list should be largely increased, and 
could be with a little effort. If all who read 
and value it would speak of it to others, and 
press its claims upon them, and, when able to 
do so, would subscribe for one or more copies 
for distribution where it is not taken, or for 
those unable to subscribe for it, our list would 
soon be doubled. 

childbed's mission bands. 
A work has been inaugurated this year in 
the organization of mission bands that is sec- 
ond in importance to no other. A few scat- 
tering bands had been reported previously, but 
each one was working independently, and 
none were auxiliary to the C. W. B. M. The 
Itfck of a special work upon which they could 
unite was the cause of failure to organize in 



some cases, and the reason for disbanding in 
others. The selection of a suitable work for 
this purpose had been before the Board for 
some time but no satisfactory progress made, 
when the sad news from Japan reached us that 
one whom we loved so well had fallen asleep 
and been laid to rest in that foreign land. 
With the heartfelt prayers and sympathy that 
went out for that stricken family came the 
thought of erecting a home or chapel in Ja- 
pan to her memory. This seemed especially 
adapted to the need before us ; it was a work 
that children ^ould'enter into and unite upon. 
The suggestion met with the hearty approval 
of the F. C. M. S., and was at once adopted, 
and. the Josephine Smith Memorial Fund es- 
tablished. The number of bands that have 
been organized, and the enthusiasm with 
which they have entered upon the work, indi- 
cates the wisdom of the choice. We commend 
this work among the children to all who are 
engaged" in training up the little ones in the 
home circle, church or school-room. This de- 
partment is under direction of Sister King, of 
Alleghany City, who will present a fuller ac- 
count of its workings. 

OUR missions— JAMAICA. 

The plans adopted a year ago in regard to 
this mission have not been carried out as fully 
as we expected. These were the completion of 
the unfinished buildings, and the employment 
of a missionary to take the place of Bro. Tilly. 
After repeated efforts to secure a man for this 
work we have failed, the year has come to a 
close, the position is unfilled, the mission house 
vacant, and the people of that'district still ap- 
^pealing to us to send them a leader. 

Another disappointment to all concerned 
was the scarcity of funds that prevented ap- 
propriations for building purposes. Seeing 
the need of completing these houses at an early 
day (for they serve as school-rooms as well as 
chapels), Bro. Azbill returned home early in 
May to lay the matter before the Board. In 
passing through Kentucky on his way to In- 
dianapolis, he was invited to 'speak in sev- 
eral churches, where the most cordial re- 
ceptions were given him, deep interest mani- 
fested in his work, and liberal contributions 
made for its support. 

After a few days spent in consultation with 



Digitized by Google 



10 



ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 



the execative committee, Bro. Azbill was in- 
duced to remain a few weeks and lay the needs 
of the Jamaica mission before some of our so- 
cieties and churches. Wishing to return as 
soon as possible he was only able to make brief 
visits to a few churches in Kentucky, Illinois 
Missouri and Kansas, and returning, the Ohio 
State Conyention at Wilmington, Alleghany 
City and New York were visited. The result 
of this trip was most gratifying. Contributions 
and pledges were made to the Jamaica build- 
ing fund to the amount of $2,400. Two thou- 
sand dollars of this has been paid and the rest 
will no doubt be forthcoming in due time. 

The estimate made by Bro. Azbill as to the 
amount needed for the completion of these 
buildings was $3,500. As there was no money 
in the treasury which could be used for build- 
ing purposes, the following resolution was 
passed at the Board meeting of May 6 : 

Besolvedf That Bro.' Azbill be requested to 
complete the buildings already begun in Ja- 
maica, provided the amount necessary shall 
not exceed $3,500. In order to secure the 
needed sum, he shall receive all money col- 
lected at his meetings and supplement the col- 
lection by borrowing at six per cent, as may 
be needed, on his own responsibility, the Board 
to pay the interest and to refund the principal 
at its convenience. 

Bro. Azbill sailed from New York June 9, 
and reached home just in time to take part in 
a meeting of welcome extended Bro. C. E. 
Randall upon his formal acceptance of work 
for the C. W. B. M., and to take leave of Bro. 
Howchins and Sister McEwan, who were soon 
to leave for America after a two years' service 
in that mission. The return of these two val- 
uable helpers has been a serious loss to our 
missionary force, and has added largely to 
Bro. Azbill's labors. Since that time work 
has been going on as rapidly as possible on 
the chapels. Two have been completed and 
opened for worship. Bro. Azbill, in his annual 
report, referring to the work of the year, says : 

1. The com^etion and occupation of the Kalor- 
ama MUflion House in a laree district in which a 
regularly ordained minister of religion has never be- 
fore been settled, will be recognized as a matter of 
no small interest. 

2. The acquisition of so distinguished and efficient 
a co-laborer as Brother C. E. Randall, the minister 
for the Kalorama district, is second in importance to 
no event in the whole history of this mission. 

3. The settlement of Brother R. M. Chamberlain, 
a native minister, as the regular pastor of three of 



our country ohurches, is a step in advance of any- 
thing that has been done heretofore looking to tbe 
complete independence and self support of the 
churches in Jamaica. 

4. The completion of the chapels in the district of 
Providence Mission House is the closing event of the 
missionary year's work. All things in that district 
are ready and impatiently waiting for a regular 
minister. 

5 The starting of a mission school by Brother C. 
£. Morris, at Mullet Hall, in connection with the 
mission church there, of which he is pastor, is after 
a mode of mission work that should have character- 
ized a much earlier period. The peculiarity is this, 
that the minister consents to do the work of a teticher, 
and the church consents to accept as iu regular 
minister the services of a man who serves them^n a 
capacity a step below his ministerial position. Can 
you understand ? This is all greatly to th credit of 
both the church and the minister, as well as of great 
advantage to the mission. 

6. The recent action of the native Baptist church 
at "King's Gate" (as I shall call it, because its 
chapel and premises are at the entrance to the 
Governor's residence or King's house), by which the 
ministerial care of the church and the instruction of 
the Sunday-school are committed to us, and by 
which their valuable property is placed at our dis- 
posal for the purposes of those worshiping in this 
place, is worthy of special mention. 

7. The general prevalence of peace and harmony 
throughout the churches in the island, and the 
universal good will of our religious neighbors, is a 
matter for congratulation and thankfulness. 

8. Notwithstanding a heavy loss of members, by 
the unceasing exodus to the Isthmus of Panama, 
and "the hard times" of which the island com- 
plains, our collections in the churches have been 
fair. I report only the balance that comes into the 
Mission Fund after local expenses are paid. Basing 
my calculations upon the income of three quarters, 
from the SOth of September, 1884, to the 31st of May, 
1885, on an average we receive 199 per month. 

9. With reference to the suia'port of our schools, 
now eight in number (basing the calculations upon 
the same period, because it begins with the time 
when our last annual report ended), the average in- 
come of ou^ School Fund is $73 per month from 
Jamaica sources. As $73 per month is not sufficient 
pay for eight teachers it is hoped that our appeal for 
a subsidy will be heard with favor. 

10. Our plans are crippled and our operations are 
hindered by the lack of a sufficient ministerial 
force. The greatest difficulty from the beginning 
has been to find efficient laborers who are willine to 
enter and cultivate the field, " Pray ye the Lord of 
the harvest that he may send laborers into his vine- 
yard." 

Brother Azbill has frequently expressed a 
desire to be relieved of the burden of respon- 
sibility and labor which he has borne for 
nearly four years and be allowed to return 
home at the close of his present year, which 
ends February 1. To this the Board has re- 
luctantly consented, should a suitable successor 
be found. The invaluable services of Brother 
Azbill in connection with our mission in Ja- 
maica, and the success he met with in his 
short canvass of the States last spring, and the 
interest he awakened in our work, suggests 
the hope that he may still continue in the 
employment of the Board in some capacity, 
after his return from Jamaica. 
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INDIA. 

For three years our dear young sisters in 
India have been diligently studying the Hin- 
doo language, preparatory to the work before 
them. During the past year they have made 
such rapid progress in its acquisition that from 
house to house visitation is fairly begun. 

In March last Bro. Adams and family re- 
moved to Bilaspore, accompanied by Miss 
Graybiel, Miss Boyd and Miss Kingsbury. Bi- 
laspore is a city of 8,000 inhabitants, situated 
about 200 miles southeast of Hurda. This 
district contains a population of more than a 
million souls, with but one other mission station 
forty miles distant. In this region there is a 
sect of people who have discarded idol wor- 
ship, calling themselves worshipers of the true 
name. They have taken an important step, 
but are exceedingly ignorant still. 

Reports of cholera have greatly retarded the 
work of the missionaries at Bilaspore. Orders 
have been received from the doctor forbidding 
them entering the city for any purpose what- 
ever. 

Miss Qraybiel write8,September Ist : We 
have among our visiting places a few high 
caste houses, but thus far our work has been 
confined chiefly to the lower classes. Uniformly 
they have shown themselves ready to hear, and 
sometimes there has been a manifest interest in 
the message of salvation, which has been most 
gratifying. But so far as I have observed, a 
Hindoo seldom exhibits intensity of feeling, 
however deep his intent may be in anything." 
As to future plaiis she says: "Thus far we 
have done but little in the city proper, but af- 
ter the rains we hope to extend our operations 
in that direction. Our plans include also 
schools for children who are not admitted to 
the government schools." 

Miss Kinsey remains at Hurda with Bro. 
and Sister Wharton. She still cherishes the 
hope of establishing a girl's school, an under- 
taking for which she has a peculiar fitness. 
She is now teaching in a school for boys, 
which,according to last reports,n umbers thirty- 
two with an average attendance of twenty-five. 
They also conduct a Sunday-school in the 
same room, with an attendance of forty to 
sixty. In a late letter she says : Mr. Wharton 
has started a Sunday-school, at four in the 



afternoon, where we both teach, after which 
he goes to one place and I go to another, where 
we collect the people and read and sing. Be- 
sides, there are now six or seven houses where 
I am invited to come and teach them hymns, 
read and explain to them, and when I write 
again I hope to be able to tell you of a girPs 
school opened, as now the prospect seems good 
for doinc: so soon ; and I am about to realize 
my cherished hope, that is, of reaching the bet- 
ter class of girls. In addition to overseeing 
the two schools, which will be in the same 
house and at the same hour, I hope to be able 
to visit one house each day in five days out of 
each week. I have done little of such lately. 
I have not been able to talk enough to make 
my visits profitable to thejn, and now I scarcely 
ever go into a house without being invited ^ 
into some other house also. O, that I were 
able to do all there is now opening before me. 
Truly, * the harvest is ready and the laborers 
are few.' " 

The great need of our mission in India is 
homes for our missionaries; rents are high 
and the houses neither comfortable nor adapted 
to their needs. While we may not be able to 
furnish them with such homes at present, we 
should keep it constantly in view, and at the 
earliest practicable day make this a special 
object. 

THE WEST — HELENA, MONTANA. 

One of the important events of the year in 
connection with our work in Montana was the 
dedication of the new house of worship in 
Helena, which took place February 22. This 
beautiful building occupies the most promi- 
nent site on the west side of the city, and is 
said to be one of the handsomest churches in 
the Territory. Bro. Streator is entitled to 
much credit for the tireless energy with which 
he has pushed forward this work to comple- 
tion in the midst of so many difficulties, while 
laboring at the same time, in season and out, 
for the salvation of sinners and the building 
up of the Church spiritually. 

Bro. Streator's annual report is so complete 

we present it in fiill. 

Helena, Montana, Sept. 30, 1885. 

Two years of working for the Christian Woman's 
Board of Missions close to-day. In compliance with 
your request, I send you a brief synopsis of the re 
suits of my work in Helena, Montana. 
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Number of members in Church of Christ in Hel- 
ena, October, 1883 37 

Increase by baptism 26 

Increase by letter and relation 31 

Total increase —57 

Whole number enrolled 94 

Decrease by death 1 

Decrease by removal to other Churches 6 

Total decrease — 7 

Present number of members 87 

Net gain 50 

Absent in distant places... 21 

Living in Helena or vicinity 66 

Of the original 37 members whose names I enrolled, 
€) were living elsewhere, and have seldom, if ever, 
been at Church since our arrival here. This reduced 
our available force at starting to 31 members. 

Several of our old and new members have removed 
to different parts of the Territory, where they have 
no church privileges, but still retain their member- 
ship with us. This reduces our present available 
force in Helena and the vicinity to 66 members. 

In either ease, taking the whole enrolled member- 
ship, or only those living in Helena and-near it, the 
increase has been over 100 per cent. "Paul may 
plant and Apollos water, but God giveth the in- 
crease.'* 

FINANCIAL REPORT. 
Current expenses for the year ending Oct. 1, 1884 : 
Church contributed for regular preaching... $1,000 00 
•* Incidental expenses. 209 10 

*• Foreign Missions 37 50 

Sundar-school, for self -support 90 00 

Foreign Missions...'. 6 00 

$1,342 60 

Amount of current expenses for the year 

ending Oct. 1, 1884 $1,342 60 

Current expenses for the year ending Oct. 1, 1885 :' 

Church, for regular preaching $1,000 00 

Transient preaching 8:3 00 

" Incidental expenses 235 45 

For General Christian Missionary Con- 
vention $12 00 

For Montana Christian Association... 52 50 

For the Church in Boston, Mass 35 75 

Amount for Missions 100 25 

By Sunday-school for self-support 168 35 

Amount, $1,587 05 

Total for the two years $2,929 65 

Contributed by the C. W. B. M 2,000 00 

Grand total for current expenses $4,929 q9 

CHURCH BUILDING. 

Cash receipts to Oct. 1, 1884 $7,920 59 

Cash receipts to Oct. 1, 1885 4,081 97 

Grand total of cash receipts $12,002 56 

I wish to state through you to the Convention a 
few facts connected with the raising of this money. 

Our Ladies' Aid Society raised $2,131 86 

Besides this, the ladies of the Church have 
paid as personal contributions 2,420 00 

Amount given by the sisters in Helena.. $4,551 86 

C. W. B. M. for Church building 2,000 00 

Cedar A v. Church, Cleveland, Ohio 25 00 

Hazlewood, Penn'a, ladies 25 00 

Mrs. Ann S. Bane, Kirk, 111 25 00 

Frankfort, Ky., Auxiliary 55 11 

22d District, Ohio, per Mrs. H. J. Clarke 50 00 

Hannibal, Mo 10 00 

Grand total contributed by the sisters... $6,741 97 
Besides this the sisters of the C. W. B. M. 

paid for preaching 2,000 00 

The sisters ot the Church about one-half 

current expenses 1,464 83 

Grand total for entire work by sisters... $10,206 80 



This is a practical answer to the question of Wo- 
man's work in the Church. What can a woman do ? 
This shows what they have done. The Church in 
Helena is pre-eminently the fruit of the toil and sac- 
rifice of Christian women. 

SUMMARY. 

Total for current expenses : $4.929 65 

Total for building 12 002 56 

Grand total of cash collected $16,932 21 

But very little if any of thi.s whole amount would 
ever have been raised without the systematic co- 
operative work of our dear sisters. From the depths 
of my heart, I say. God bless you. 

Our indebtedness is $5,500 00 

Our present resources 3,677 56 

j Balance unprovided for $1,822 44 

i GKNERAL SUMMARY. 

Whole amount of cash collected $16,932 21 

Present resources 3.677 56 



Grand total of cash and resources $20,609 77 

For all of which I thank God. 

To my mind the most hopeful and encouraging 
feature in the above report, is that in ihe midst of the 
heavy burdens, which we have been carrying, we 
have contributed for missions $142.75. This Church 
from the beginning will be a missionary vChurch. 

I have preached 216 times, and toiled in frequent 
weariness to save lost sinners and lost Church mem- 
bers, /ind to build up the saints in their faith. Dur- 
ing our meeting last winter, and on some few other 
occasions, we were favored and blessed with the pres- 
ence and help of Brothers Wood and Phoenix What 
a jov it was to have them with us, gathering in the 
golden sheaves! 

As God has enabled us to see our duty and given 
us strength to perform it, we have done what we 
could to gather the lost sheep of the house of Israel 
and bring them into loving submission to Christ, the 
holy one of Israel. Your brother in Christ, 

M. L. Streator. 

DEER L0IX;E. 

; Report of Ihe Church of Christ. Ht Deer Lodge, Mon- 
tana, for the year ending Sept. 30, 1885 : 
Money raised by the Church, 

On salary and arrearage $1,025 00 

To apply on debt 800 00 

For incidentals 110 15 

For Montana Christian Association 39 00 



Total.. $1,974 15 

Money raised by the Sundayrschool, 

For expenses of the School $ 54 53 

Applied on church furniture 33 21 

For foreign missions 15 15 

Total $ 162 89 

Total by Church and Sunday-school $2,077 04 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Number at beginning of year 46 

Number added by letter 5 ) « 

Number Added by baptism... 2 j 

Number dismissed by letter 2 

Net increase 6 

Present membership 51 

CHURCH WORK. 
The cost of the house at Deer Lodge was $7,- 
733.h0, includiug furniture etc.; yet unpaid, of notes, 
there are $1,900 ; of interest, bills, etc., about $250; 
making, in all, about $2,159. The church has taken 
action to pay ofT, this fall, all but a one thousand 
dollar note, that is bearing only seven percent, inter- 
est. To this end they propose raising $800 among 
themselves. 
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During the year an auxiliary to the Christian Wo- 
man's Board of Missions (the first, I believe, in the 
Territory), has been organized, a report of which 
will be made by the proper officers. Suffice it here 
to say its meetings have been regularly and well sus- 
tained, and interest in its woik is. evidently increas- 
ing. Probably there will soon be added to its work 
some features other than the sustaining of the regu- 
lar monthly meeting. 

In general, the church work, as the result of con- 
stant effort, has been somewhat developed and bet- 
ter systematized. The need of this is coming to be felt, 
while, at the same time, for some time past, a better, 
more cordial state of feeling has seemed to be spring- 
ing up in the Church, both of which give promise of 
better results for the future. 

While being the strongest church in the commu- 
nity we are yet at some disadvantage in our work. 
The College of Montana beine in the hands of the 
Presbyterians gives to them whatever assistance and 
prestige comes from that source, which is not small ; 
and in addition, the fact that the community sees 
its interests largely Involved in the prosperity of this 
institution gives a strong hold upon its support. 

Then there is the greatest obstacle of all. the utter 
absence of religious conviction and feeling in the 
masses of the people. Yet if we stand together and 
manage wisely we can do a grand work for Ood and 
his truth. 

Of my own work the following is a sufficient state- 
ment: 

Sermons preached, 119; pastoral calls, approxi- 
mately, 350. Visits to Anaconda have been frequent 
by exchange with Bro. Phoenix or in his absence, 
nd while the place was unsupplied, with work be- 
a re Bro. Phoenix arrived. 

foln July, in response to several requests, I visited 
Pioneer, an old mining camp, sixteen miles north- 
west from Deer Lodge, to see what could be done in 
the way of starting a Sunday-school. Sufficient en- 
couragement was given so that it was undertaken. I 
visited them once in two weeks up to September, go- 
ing down and returning between morning and even- 
ing services here. The school is now discontinued 
for the winter, though they continue the lesson 
leaves and papers, distributing them from house to 
house. Probably little can be done here by way of 
establishing work, but it seemed to me not right 
that a community of three hundred souls should go 
entirely without religious attention, as has been the 
case throughout its history. Probably I shall make 
them occasional visits for week evening services. 

The work does not show as much as last year, 
though in some ways it has been harder to b^. In- 
deed, it seems to me that another report like this one 
in the matter of additions to the cnurch would be 
decisive in determining me to leave the field. Yetas 
I now look upon it, and consider all the elements in- 
volved, I do not know that we could have reasonably 
expected more. I trust the coming year will mark 
some advancement both here and at Anaconda. I 
neglected to state the size of our Sunday-school. It 
is as follows : Whole number on roll about 60 ; aver- 
age attendance, 45. The Lord bless and keep you all 
and multiply your seed sown. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Galen Wood. 

The brethren at Deer Lodge will pay, as 
formerly, $1,000 toward salary of preacher. 
They wish the Board to continue to supple- 
ment their efforts until their church building 
is free from debt. This/may be within a year, 
but it may not be so soon, as they have lost 
quite a number of members by removal, and 
financial depression has seriously affected the 
business interests of the city. The zeal and 
energy displayed by Brother Wood in his 
labors to build up and strengthen the church 
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at Deer Lodge, and his efforts to extend the 
field of operations to other localities, can not 
be too highly commended. He is " a work- 
man that needeth not to be ashamed." 

ANACONDA. 

Brother J. L. Phoebix removed from Troy, 
Pa., to Anaconda late in December, and la- 
bored for the church there eight months, at 
the end of which time the following report 
was received by the Board : 



Added to the church 2 

Present membership IS 

Sunday-school pupils enrolled 65 

Average attendance 38 



He says: ^'Summer picnics nave lessened 
the average attendance, as the umjU time for 
holding them is on the Lord's day. The over- 
whelming majority of our pupils are little 
girls. The men do not attend, and the boys 
ape the men, so we have very few at Sunday- 
school." 

With this report, Bro. Phoenix wrote, asking 
to be released from his engagement, that he 
might return to the States. The reasons given 
for making this request were, principally, the 
difficulty of reaching the people, having fre- 
quently preached in the mornings to four per- 
sons, although the attendance at night was 
better; the non-observance of the Lord's day, 
and the belief that the time had not come 
when a man could profitably devote his whole 
time to that church, which was so situated 
that it could not be worked in connection with 
any other |K)int except Deer Lodge, where Bro. 
Wood was located. The reasons assigned were 
deemed sufficient by the Board, and his resig- 
nation accepted. Bro.Phoenix had made a favor- 
able impression wherever he had preached, 
and the brethren in Montana were very desir- 
ous of retaining him in the Territory. Tak- 
ing this in connection with the fact that his 
labors at Anaconda had been highly satisfac- 
tory to the Church and the Board, he was re- 
quested to remain and locate at some other 
point. Missoula was recommended, if, after 
consultation with our other missionaries, it 
was deemed advisable to make this his future 
home, spending as much time as was needed 
with the Church there, and when not so en- 
gaged, visiting other, places as general evan- 
gelist for the Territory. This proposition was 
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accepted, but as no house for worship could be 
secured at Missoula at that time, a meetiug at 
Ulidia was begun, and reported as follows: 

I began a meetins here the 16th ult, and as a result 
three were baptizea Sunday, the 20th, and a congre- 
gation of eighteen members set in part order by 
electing Bros. Wm. Allen and Frank Read, deacons ; 
Bro. T. G. Gorham. clerk and treasurer. 

Bro. B. F. Norris, recently from Iowa, was chosen 
pastor. Bro. Norris has charge of the public schools, 
18 a young man of much promise, and I am confident 
will be an efficient helper to the Church. 

Since the organization one has been added, and 
confession made. The one making confession of his 
faith in the Christ, selected the 4th inst. for baptism. 
There are four more disciples in the vicinity who 
could not be present on the day of organization, that 
will unite. Such at least is the expectation of the 
oongregation. 

This Church has pretty much the possession of the 
field, and if loyal to God, must enjoy a prosperous 
future. Though the countrv is but sparsely settled, 
we had at times about one hundred in attendance. 
Our audiences were said to be the largest in the 
valley. 

Bro. Phoenix makes the following general report : 
During the eight months 1 have been in Montana, 

I have preached 126 sermons: At Anaconda, 56, 

other places, 70. Total, 126. 

ADEllTIONS. 
My labors have been mostly in connection with 
others in protracted efforts, and 1 can not give any- 
thing like a definite statement. Probably not far 
from fifteen to twenty have been persuaded to accept 
of Christ as their Savior, as immediate results of our 
preaching. 
To God be the glory. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

J. L. Ph(ENIx, 

A temporary arrangement has been made 
for the support of the work at Anaconda. 
Bro. Wood will preach there on Lord's day 
evenings as often as is deemed advisable, the 
brethren at Deer Lodge kindly granting him 
leave of absence for this purpose. 

COBYALLIS. 

Our faithful missionary at Gorvallis, Bro. 
Lear, sends the following report, with many 
regrets that he has been able to accomplish so 
little for the Master during the year. But we 
who know something of the obstacles to over- 
come in th^ far west, feel that he, as well as 
our other evangelists in Montana, are sowing 
good seed, which will in due time bring forth 
an abundant harvest : 

I have traveled during the past year, over two thou- 
sand miles on horseback and in buggy. I have held 
four protracted meetings, preached one hundred and 
twenty-five sermons, have organized two new con- 
gregations, one at Missoula, the county seat of Mis- 
soula county, organized with seven members, have 
had four additions since the organization, two by let- 
ter, one by confession and baptism, and one restored. 
I organized at Stevenville with six members, have 
had three additions since, two by letter and one by 
confession and baptism, have had four additions to 
the Corvallis congregation, one by commendation, 
one restored, one from the Methodists by baptism, 
one by confession and baptism. ' To God be all the 
praise. W. D. Leab. 



NEBRASKA. 

At the convention a year ago, Bro. James 
McGuire, of Augusta, Ill.,was employed by the 
C. W. B. M. to locate at Burnett, Nebraska, 
and labor to build up the church there. He 
was to receive $300.00 per year, the G. C. M. 
S. agreeing to pay $150.00 of this amount, and 
the brethren at Burnett to supplement this 
sum as they were able. $400.00 was also ap- 
propriated to help build a house of worship. 
The unavoidable delay met with in sending 
this money has retarded the work of building 
somewhat, but the house is now under way. 
Bro. McGuire writes, under date of October 1st, 
as follows: 

I arrived hen April 2, 1885. Pound the remains 
of an organization that had been effected three years 
previous by Bro. R. C. Barrow. At that time it num- 
bered about 30 members; future protracted meetings 
raised the number to 63. Of this number 3 had died, 
10 had moved away, and 26 had gone. back to the 
world. A revision of our church record left us 24 
pei^ns who desired to stand on " the Lord's side." 
Myself, wife and son, added to the number, gave us 
27 members to start with ; seven have been added by 
restoration and letter, making our present member- 
ship 35. We have labored under several disadvan- 
tages; prominent among these was the lack of a 
house of worship, but this one, we are glad to say, 
will soon be overcome, for our house is up and en- 
closed, and we hope to occupy it by the middle of 
November. This w.ill give permanency to our work. 
The building is frame, standing on a Kood brick 
foundation— size, 26 by 40 feet, with a belfry 6 by 10 
feet, in front, making the total length 45 feet. The 
height is 14 leet, roof one-half pitch, and the spire 
will reach the height of 47 feet. When finished the 
house and lots will be worth $1,500, with an indebt- 
edness of not more than $300. After dedication we 
will hold a protracted meeting, and hope to be able 
to report a permanent gain during the coming win- 
ter. This field is a hard one ; will require deep and 
long cultivation ; but by the help of the C. W. B. M. 
ana the blessing of the Lord, will, we believe, yet 
fui^nish an abundant harvest for the Master. 
Very respectfully yours in Christ, 

James McGuire. 

This covers the ground of our operations. 
What shall be said of the great field lying un- 
touched — India, China, Japan — with their mil- 
lions ; our own South and West, from which 
the cry for help is borne on every passing 
breeze. Listen to the appeals from Florida, 
Tennessee, Texas, Colorado, Wyoming, Cali- 
fornia, Dakota, Nebraska, and then lift up 
your hearts in prayer, not only that the Lord 
will send forth laborers into these fields white 
with theripeninggrain, but that we — the women 
of the church of Christ may realize our obli- 
gations and be led to consecrate every gift of 
mind and heart to his service. Dear sisters 
let us bear this work upon our hearts day by 
day ; give for its support, not grudgingly, but 
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liberally, work constantly for its advancement 
and pray unceasingly for its success. Then, 
when death lays his icy hand upon us, and 
earthly things slip from our folded hands, we 
may hear the glad welcome, " Well done, good 
and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord." 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Executive Committee would recom- 
mend : 

1. In view of the pressing demands for avail- 
able funds, that for the present the Church Ex- 
tention Fund be discontinued. 

2. That individuals and societies, in making 
contributions to special objects, be requested 
to bear in mind the importance of the General 
Fund, from which the salaries of our mission- 
aries are to be paid. 

3. That each State, as far as possible, pro- 
vide agents or evangelists to canvass the 
chnrclies, and organize new societies, and 
strengthen and instruct the weak ones. 

S. E. Shobtbidoe, Cor, Sec, 
A motion to adopt the report brought it be- 
fore the convention. On the need of homes 
for our missionaries in India, Bro. Jackson, 
who has been with them, made an earnest ap- 
peal. 

On motion of Mrs. Brown, the following sis- 
ters were appointed to confer with a commit^ 
tee from the Foreign Society on the work in 
India : Mrs. R. T. Brown, Miss E. J. Dickin- 
son, Mrs. W. O. Moore. 

After the usual announcements, hymn 725, 
" Precious Promise God has Given/* was sung 
as the delegates passed out and down to the 
basement, where a bountiful repast was spread. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The afternoon session opened by singing I 
Need Thee Every Hour." 

Discussion of the Report of the Board was 
resumed. The recommendation that the Church 
Extension Fund be discontinued for the pres- 
ent was objected to by some and by some fa- 
vored . Report and recom mend ations adopted . 

Mrs. King spoke in the interest of Children's 
Bands. Japanese idols were exhibited, also 
mats, coins, pictures of scenes in Japanese life, 
the photographs of Sister and Bro. Smith, also 
little Elsie in Japanese dress, which were on 
sale for the benefit of the "Josephine Smith 
Memorial Fund." Little Elsie was presented. 
She has come to her uncle's to be educated 



that she may return, if her life is spared, as a 
missionary. 

Treasurer's Report. 

The folllowing is a summary of the tabulat- 
ed report of the Treasurer of the Missionary 
Tidings, to the Annual Meeting of the C. W. 
B. M., at Cleveland, O., Oct. 19, 1886 : 

The undersigned took charge of the treasury 
of the Missionary Tidings on the 1st of Au- 
gust, 1884 ; at which time there was in the 
treasury $342.22 ; since which there has been 
received and deposited in the Bank of Com- 
merce $1,184..07, making a total of cash depos- 
ited $1,526.29. The expenses of editing, print- 
ing, mailing, etc., for the same period, have 
been $1,032.03, leaving a balance in the treasury 
of $494.26. 

The present subscription list reaches nearly 
five thousand. In order to extend its circula- 
tion as far as possible, the subscription has 
been placed at the low price of 25 cents. The 
printing must be paid for at regular rates, but 
the Siting and mailing is done at low rates, 
and all other labor is done without compensa- 
tion. 

It would save much trouble if remittances 
could be made in bills, drafts, money orders, 
or postal notes. If postage stamps are sent, 
they must be of the denomination of one cent, 
or two cents. Larger stamps we can not con- 
vert into money. Canadian coins or notes 
should not be sent. 

The extremely low rate of subscription for- 
bids our making any reduction on clubs, or for 
postage on remittances. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. R. T. Brown, 
Treasurer Missionary Tidings. 

General Treasurer's Report. 

Report of the Oeneral Treasurer of the Christian Wo- 
man's Board of Missions, for the Fiscal Year ending 
September 30, 1885. 



Balance on hand per last report 14,085 43 

Receipts in current year: 

General Fund $10,583 22 

Special Fund 3,690 54 

church Extension Fund 272 75 

Memorial Fund...* 425 50 

Endowment Fund 1,164 50 

Interest on Loans 483 58 



Total Receipts $16,620 09 

Endowment Fund Loans returned 2,400 00 



Grand Total $23,106 52 
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DISBUSSEMBNTB. 

General Fund $14,189 65 

Special Fund. 8,042 08 

Memorial Fund Loan 500 00 

Endowment Fund Loan 2,776 00 

Grand Total ♦20>456 

Balance on hand $2,648 

ENDOWMENT FUND STATEMENT. 

Balance on hand per last report $1,272 

Receipts in current Year 1,164 

Endowment Fund Loans returned 2,400 

$4,836 

Endowment Fund Loans issued 2,775 

Balance on band « $2,061 

First mortgage loans on real estate not ex- 
ceeding one-half assessed value for taxa- 

Las. Noble estate $1,200 00 

John Cobum 1,700 00 

Bridget Gorman 850 00 

Zerelda Wallace , 475 00 

J.M.Judah 1.500 00 

Wm. Lester ^ ,o- 

# 

Total Endowment Fund at date $8,186 

Reid Memorial Fund Loan 500 



00 



WestVii^inia 185 35 

KDistrict of Columbia 79 55 

CJolorado - 78 95 

Maasachusetts 

Texas 

Vermoni 

Maine 

Arkansas ^ 

Georgia 

Canada 

Montana. 

Jamaica ~ 

Dakota 

Mis8it!Bippi 

N. Carolina 

Alabama 

Oregon 



00 



MISCELLANEOUS PUND STATEMENT. 

Balance as per last report : 

General Fund $1,237 97 

Special Fund 681 12 

Church Extension 96 36 

^^-^"•^^ • ^^^^2812 95 

%%«VuX".!.?:!:^^.: $10,583 22 

Special Fund 1.403 82 

Jamaica Grant 2,139 69 

Josephine Smith 

Church Extension 272 7o 

Memorial 425 50 

Interest on Loans 483 58 

' 1d,4."'D o9 

$18,268 54 

Disbursements: 

Western Missions $o,9<4 51 

Jamaica " f.788 58 

India 1,95116 

Southern " 8?9 81 

Foreign " 268 05 

Philadelphia 30 00 

Boston 6 SS 

Contingent Expenses /63 62 

Reid Memorial Fund Loan 500 00 

$17,681 73 

Balance on hand $586 81 

RECEIPTS FROM STATES. 

Ohio $2,648 83 

Missouri 2,593 42 

Kentucky.. 2,504 59 

IlUnois ?'ci?Sf 

Indiana 1.532 81 

Iowa "'1 ^ 

Pennsyivania Jfl 71 

New York f j 38 

Kansas 314 96 

Maryland .^-2 60 

Virginia 292 16 

MiAigan 273 41 

Nebraska ^;J2 91 

Tennessee ^ 

Minnesota 130 ^ 

California , 10^ OJ 

Wisconsin 9b 43 



59 25 
34 34 

32 58 

31 63 

30 65 

20 05 

11 80 

11 00 

10 00 

9 75 

5 25 

3 00 

2 00 

2 00 

MARY C. COLE, 

Oenerai Treamrer. 

Bro. £. J. Gantz made an appeal for contri- 
butions, by stating that it was a privilege of 
all present and the duty of all Christians to 
contribute to the financial part of this work, 
which was responded to quite liberally. 

Song, ''On What Foundation," etc., was sung. 

The committee on Missionary Tidings re- 
ported : 

Mrs, Prmdent and Sisters of the Vonvention: 

Your committee on Missionary Tidings 
begs leave to report the following : 

1. That as the Missionary Tidings is the or- 
ean of a national organization, we may say an 
international organization, and as the columns 
of the same are few, and short, and quickly 
filled, your committee would recommend that 
obituary notices and all articles of local inter- 
est be as brief as the circumstances in each 
case will allow. 

2. That as the interest in the work of the C. 
W. B. M. is constantly growing, and as the 
number of contributions to its organ, the Mis- 
sionary Tidings, is increasing in the same 
ratio, your committee recommends that the 
Missionary Tidings be increased to twice its 
original size, and that the subscription price 
be doubled at the earliest date that the Exec- 
utive Committee may regard such alteration 
practicable. 

3. That as Sister Shortridge's work as edi- 
tor and as National Corresp>onding Secretary, 
consumes nearly all of her time, as the steady 
extension of the C. W. B. M. work necessarily 
increases both her official -correspondence and 
editorial work, as her arduous labors in the 

East have been largely a free will offering, as 
er success in making the Missionary Tidings 
what it was originally intended to be, a mis- 
sion ary_indeed, is fully up to our most san- 
guine expectations, as we could not consent to 
the brightness that her touch gives to the Mis- 
sionary Tidings being shut out from our 
homes, as she is a worker whom we love for 
the work's sake, and as it is a matter of justice 
to Sister Shortridge and her family, as well as 
a matter of our love for the work, therefore, 
your committee recommends that the Execu- 
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tive Board appropriate at least $800 annually, 
as a tardy expression of oar appreciation of 
Sister Shortridge's long and arduous labors. 
The payment of the same to begin with our fis- 
cal year, October 1, 1885. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Mbs. O. a. Cabb, 
Mrs. O. a. Burgess, 
Miss Jessie H. Brown, 
QmmiUee. 
Report adopted without discussion. 
The committee appointed at St. Louis, Octo- 
ber, 1884, on changes in the Constitution, made 
the following report : 

Your committee on revision of Constitution 
beg leave to report. Inasmuch as our Articles 
of Association are our only legal Constitution, 
and as we find our permanent funds have no 
recognition in said instrumeQt, we ask that 
they be amended as follows : 

1. That we change Article 1 to read in this 
manner : 

1. The object of said Association shall be to 
maintain preachers and teachers for religious 
instruction, to encourage and cultivate a mis- 
sionary spirit and missionary efforts in the 
churches, disseminate missionary intelligence, 
and to secure systematic contributions for such 
purposes. Also to establish and maintain 
schools and institutions for the education of 
males and females. 

2. Thatour Endowment Fund, accruing from 
life membership and bequests, and our per- 
manent Memorial Fund, have legal recogni- 
tion in these Articles after this wise t 

1. All money received for life memberships 
by this Society shall be kept as a separate fund, 
drawing interest, which interest shall be used 
for heathen missions only. To this fund shall 
be added all bequests of money that may be 
made in the future, unless otherwise directed 
by the donor. This shall constitute the En- 
dowment Fund of said Society, the principal 
of which shall never be expended but shall be 
loaned from time to time upon good security. 

2. Memorial Fund. 

All moneys given in memory of deceased 
persons shall constitute our permanent Memo- 
rial Fund, the principal oi which shall be 
loaned upon good security, using the interest 
only at the discretion of the Board in our home 
mission fields. 
Article 5 shall be amended as follows : 
The officers of this Association shall be a 
President, a Corresponding and a Recording 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and Vice Presidents, 
and other Secretaries. Managers may also be 
elected at our Annual Meetings. These offi- 
cers and managers shall constitute the Execu- 
tive Board, seven of whom shall be a quorum 
for the transaction of business, provided there 
be present two or more of said officers. 

2 



Our By-Laws to be amended as follows : 
It shall be the duty of the Vice Presidents 
in harmony with the President to develop the 
resources of the work within their respective 
States. They shall preside over State Meeting, 
and, with the assistance of the State Secretaries 
and State Board of Managers, prepare pro- 
grammes for said meetings. 

The State Secretaries shall receive all statis- 
tical reports from individuals and auxiliaries, 
embracing Life and Annual Memberships, spe- 
cial and ref;ular contributions from the same, 
and transmit the same, quarterlv, to the Board ; 
co-operate with the Vice Presidents in organ- 
izing societies, and from time to time furnish 
instruction to said societies, making such re- 
commendation as they deem of interest and 
importance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Miss M. Lou Payne. 

Mrs. Mary Arsticrono. 

Mrs O. a. BuROEgs. 

The report was adopted. 

On motion the following committee was 
elected on Programme for the ensuing year : 

Mrs. Jos. King, Allegheny City, Pa., Chair- 
man; Mrs. A. M. Atkinson, Wabash, Ind.; 
Mrs. Hattie F. Miller, Emporia, Kas.; Miss 
Candace Llahmon, Oxford, Ohio; Mrs. J. 
K. Rodgers, Glasgow, Mo.; Mrs. Richard Reid, 
Mt. Sterling, Ey. 

Adjourned till 7:30 p. m. 

ENENiNO Session. 

Long before the time for evening exercises 
the church was filled. Bro. Alanson Wilcox 
took charge. The exercises consisted of a song 
service and voluntary Scripture recitation, 
closing with the congregation repeating the 
XIX Psalm in concert. 

At 7:30 the opening exercises began, the 
choir rendering two numbers, which were 
beautiful. Bro. J. H. Garrison invoked the Di- 
vine blessing on all missionary efforts, asking 
for a special blessing on those who had gone 
out to carry the Gospel to heathen lands. 

At 8:15 Mrs. C. N. Pearree wap introduced, 
and read the address of the evening : 

OUT OF THE wilderness. 
Mrs. President and Ladies of the Board o/MUsions : 

In coming, to-night, to the close of another 
chapter of our Society history, it is, perhaps, 
well to make a hasty survey of our achieve- 
ments to the present, take counsel of our eleven 
years of experience, and forecast, as best w 
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raay, the possibilities of our future. As we 
have come together, year by year, in this au» 
tamn convocation) our hearts have been glad- 
dened by reports of our continaally enlarging 
borders, ever increasing contributions to our 
treasury, and encouraging results in our mis- 
sion fields. Our growth has not been rapid, 
but healthy. The hearty sympathy, the inter- 
est and aid of the wise and good, in the church, 
and the manifest blessing of God upon our 
work, have brought to us continual strength 
and courage to persevere, until our outreach- 
ing efforts have at last touched the borders of 
our own great land, and even extended beyond 
the sea. The last published report of our 
Treasuver reaches from Gardiner, Maine, to 
Los Angeles, California; from Bichmond, 
Virginia, to Forest Grove, Oregon ; from Mis- 
soula, Montana, to Ennis, Texas, and Kings- 
ton, Jamaica. From hundreds of springs over 
twenty-five States and Territories, the little 
streams are steadily flowing to the central res- 
ervoir. In the strong bond of united interest 
and loving fellowship, these thousands of Chris- 
tian women are working to one common pur- 
pose, and that purpose the noblest. It would 
seem, then, no occasion but for congratulation 
and thanksgiving and rejoicing. Shall he 
that putteth on the armor rejoice as he that 
taketh it off? Shall the reaper, in the early 
morning, raise the song of Harvest Home? 
The warfare is pot accomplished — the burden 
and heat of the day are not borne. 

It is recorded of God's chosen people that, 
being brought through the Bed Sea, the Pillar 
of Fire went before them for guidance ; their 
enemies were smitten on the right hand and 
on the left ; the bitter waters were sweetened 
for them at Mar ah ; cooling palms overshad- 
owed them at Elim ; manna was given them in 
Zin, water in Horeb, flesh of birds in Paran; 
and they came to the borders of the promised 
land. And then, at the supreme hour, their 
faith failed them. They could not attempt the 
conquest of the sons of Anak even for a land 
flowing with milk and honey, and even though 
the Lord was their defender. "And the Lord 
said. How long will this people provoke me? 
and how long will it be, ere they believe me, for 
all the signs which I have showed among them ? 
I will smite them and disinherit them, and 



will make a greater nation and mightier tlmh 
they. As truly as I live all the earth shall be 
filled with my glory." And so they were 
turned back to wander in the wilderness, till 
that generation should pass away. The Apos- 
tle says, these things happened unto them for 
ensamples, and they were written for our ad- 
monition, on whom the ends of the world 
have come. 

When the call to this work came to us, al- 
though few lu number, hedged in by circum- 
stances, mountains of prejudice on either side, 
and a sea of indifference before us, we followed 
only our pillar of cloud, and listened only to 
the divine command, and though a vast wil- 
derness of inexperience lay before us and 
around us, blessings have been meted out to 
us on every hand, and Providence has been 
our guide, till now we stand in view of our en- 
largement. And to us the command is. Go in 
and conquer I The sons of Anak are still 
there, but the land is a fruitful land, the Lord 
Jehovah reigneth. Will our faith fail us? 
And will this golden opportunity be withheld 
for another generation ? Who among us are 
strong-hearted enough to look into the face of 
the morrow ; with its great demands and grand 
compensations, and say, " I am ready ? " 

Robert McKenzie, in his History of the 
Nineteenth Century, says : " In the foremost 
rank of powers destined to change the face of 

the world stand Christian Missions 

Among the glories of the century is none 
greater than this." Be it remembered, this is 
affirmed of the century that is the very flower- 
ing and fruit-bearing of the ages, — the century 
in which thought has clothed itself in letters ; 
has embodied itself in invention ; has dared 
the perils of heat and cold on sea and land, to 
write its record in unknown regions ; the cen- 
tury that has bound together the peoples of 
Christendom by the strong interests of interna- 
tional commerce; has seen slavery, and the 
slave trade, melt away like frost, before the 
breath of Christian civilization ; has made 
thrones tremble with the awful sense of their 
responsibility to God and man ; and, last of 
all, has seen woman developed into a recog- 
nized potency in the world's progress. The 
glories of this century will go down to latest 
ages written in letters of light in the unfading 
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characters of the ameliorated condition of 
man; and among these will be none greater 
than Christian Missions. Indeed, the indica- 
tions are that all these are to be made snbsid- 
hay to the work of the evangelization of the 
world. If so, then foremost in the *'rank of 
powers destined to change the face of the 
world stand Christian Missions." This is not 
the ignorant, idle assertion of a superficial ob- 
server, such as those with which the skeptical 
secular press teems, but the intelligent fore- 
casting of one who sees the finger of God in 
great movements for man's uplifting, and who 
makes a logical deduction from well authenti- 
cated, corroborating facts. 

Will you, for a moment, go back with me 
three hundred and sixty years, into the past, 
and witness two strange spectacles? — (m«, the 
church of St Peter rising, in unique splendor 
in Rome, the eighth wonder of the world, ev- 
ery sculptured stone in it representing a venal 
sin, the whole an enduring monument of the 
blasphemous corruption of the religion of the 
Immaculate; the others an obscure Augustine 
monk, on his knees in the monastery of £rforth, 
amid watchings and fastings, sending his plead- 
ing prayer to God for light. Julius II, the 
warrior pontiff"; and Leo the Magnificent, 
would have scorned the suggestion of an over- 
turning power emanating from that humble 
cell ; and yet they lived to know that God 
chooses the foolish things of this world to con- 
found the wise, and the weak things of this 
world to confound the mighty. In fifty years 
from that time, Rome was shorn of her prov- 
inces from the foot of the Alps to the shores of 
the Baltic, and westward to the Irish Sea, and 
"Christianity had led freedom by the hand to 
bless the nations.'' 

Then the emancip ated church turned aside 
from its high mission of Christianizing the 
world, to engage in theological warfare, to 
fortify itself in the strength of temporal power, 
to clothe itself in the pomp of earthly magnifi- ' 
cence. It lost its high prt-stige — its sceptre 
was broken— its light was withdrawn. 

A glance at the time immediately preceding 
the dawn of the missionary day, shows it the 
darkest since the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion. Br. Pierson says: '*It was a darkness 
that might be felt ; a lascivious literature, a 
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worldly church, a deistic theology^ an infidel 
society— even England in Virtual heathen- 
ism.'" Blackstone heard every clergyman of 
note in London, but not one discourse which 
had more Christianity in it than the writings 
I of Cicero ; or from which he could discover 
whether the preacher were a follower of Con- 
fucius, Mohammed or Christ. In America, 
Samuel Blair declared that religion May a 
dying'; in France Voltaire, Rousseau and 
Madame de Pompadour ruled society ; in Ger- 
many, Frederic the Great made his court the 
Olympus of infidels." 

When the church, like a shorn giant pros- 
trate at the feet of worldliness, had ceased to 
be anything but a target for arrows barbed by 
ipfidel wit ; when faith and hope and love 
seemed to have fled the earth, and all the 
progeny of evil were rampant; when the 
earth seemed bare and the heavens empty, and 
to the eye of despair, even the face of Jehovah 
was veiled, to a few young men in the dim 
cloisters of Oxford, almost unknown, and ob- 
served only to be sneered at, it was given, by 
the grrfce of God, to kindle a revival of reli- 
gion that was soon ablaze on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

The church, with faith strengthened, and 
love renewed, and heart roused to prayer, 
sounded a call for a united supplication 
for the outpouring of the Spirit upon the 
whole habitable earth. Could it be merely 
fortuitous that the first observance of the con- 
cert of prayer was exactly synchronous with 
the organizing of the first association for the 
promotion of missionary work ? or does this 
mean that organized effort without prayer is 
helpless, and that prayer without organized 
effort is unavailing ? This one association 
was a small beginning for so stupendous a 
work ; but the plant was of the Lord's planting 
and could not be uprooted — like the mustard 
seed of the parable, one of the smallest of 
seeds, but already growing to be one of the 
greatest of trees, and its branches filling the 
whole earth. 

When the church awaked to a sense of her 
deep responsibility to the heathen, and with 
resolution and consecration of purpose, sent 
forth her ministering spirits to minister to 
them who should be the heirs of salvation 
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she was appalled to find the world's great 
doon barred against her approach. 

China and J apan granted no entrance even 
to the merchant. India was controlled by a 
power nominal! V Christian, but which declared 
it would sooner give admittance to so many 
devils than to missionaries ; Africa had not 
been explored : and the islands of the seas 
swarmed with ferocious cannibal hordes. The 
moslem world made death the penalty for 
apostasy, and the papal, the fires of purgatory. 
What was to be done? What did Hezekiah 
do when Sennacherib and his Assyrian host 
were in easy march of Jerusalem ? he went 
into the temple and lifted up his heart to God 
in prayer ; and the answer came in the enemy's 
camp. 

" Like the leaves of the forest 

When summer is green, 
That host with their banners 

At sunset were seen ; 
Like the leaves of the forest 

When antumn hath blown, 
That hast on the morrow 

Lay withered and strewn,— 
The might of the Gentile 

Unsmote by the sword 
Had melted like snow 

In the glance of the Lord." 

Prayers unceasing went up to God, and one 
by one, the barriers have been swept away, till 
the whole world is open to the Gospel. In In- 
dia, that which the English East India Com- 
pany, in their greed of gold and lust of power 
had refused, became finally a political neces- 
sity; and British guns were ready to maintain 
it. In 1853, our own Commodore Perry steered 
his ship into the harbor of Tokia, and on a 
Lord's day, spreading the star spangled banner 
on his capstan for a desk, opened his Eible 
and read the hundredth pealm ; and with his 
Christian crew sang — 

"All people that on earth do dwell." 

Then " without firing a gun or shedding a 
drop of blood, unbarred the ports of Japan to 
the commerce of the world;'' and gave en- 
trance to the Light of Life. In 1858 the great 
treaty with China, protecting religious lib 
erty, opened the way through the heart of 
Asia from Shanghai to the Golden Horn, and 
gave to one-third of the people on the globe 
the possibility of the Gospel. Livingston 
cleared up the mystery of Central Africa, un- 



locked its innermost recesses ; and while the 
people of Britain have honored him with a 
monument in Westminster Abbey, the people 
of God have set for him a more enduring mon- 
ument in the heart of the Dark Continent — 
" a garden of the Lord in the midst of the 
wilderness.". 

The Free Church of Italy has now no fear 
of the thunders of the Vatican, and the cross 
is ascending in the land of the crescent. Can 
there be any explanation of all this without 
recognizing the hand of God in it? 

So authoritative a writer as Mr. Froude is 
responsible for the saying : "All that we call 
modern civilization, in a sense which deserves 
the name, is the visible expression of the trans- 
forming power of the Gospel." Let me here 
collate a few facts to show the transformations 
going on in the world. It is not yet a hundred 
years since Carey went down, with his single 
torch, into the darkness of heathenism ; and 
now more than a million and a half lights are 
burning there with steady radiance ; and the 
number in the last decade is increasing in mar- 
velous progression. The work is wide-spread. 
On all the borders of heathenism the harvest 
is white and the reapers are there. Many of 
the islands in mid ocean have been Christian- 
ized and won to the Protestant Church. "But," 
in the language of the candid Christlieb, ''of 
more worth than numerical statistics, is the 
immeasurably deep and wide-spread moral 
influence of the Gospel, as exhibited to-day, in 
the regeneration of whole heathen tribes, yea, 
in the processes of reform, plainly begun, in the 
great heathen lands; reforms of social life, . . 
out of the thousand years degradation, into the 
civilized forms of man's .existence; the true 
biblical idea of man's worth and self-esteem ; 
obtaining, from decade to decade, a new idea of 
marriage, as sacred ; some appreciation of the 
family, of education, of civil order." 

Thirty years ago^ it was still a question 
whether the Gospel could be the power of God 
for the salvation and elevation of the most de- 
graded heathen. In South Africa, dogs and 
Hottentots were once forbidden the churches ; 
to-day, four hundred native students there, in 
one institution, study side by side with Euro- 
peans; and sixty of these students go out every 
Sunday to preach to the native tribes. When 
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the first miflsionary went to Madagascar the 
French governor of a neighboring island 
laughed him to scorn, saying, The Malagasy 
have no more'sense than irrational cattle, it is 
impossible to Christianize them'' ! For years it 
has been a Christian land, with a wise Chris- 
tian queen at the head of a beneficent govern- 
ment. Twenty years ago educated and traveled 
Englishmen insisted that the Australian Papuan 
was absolutely below the reach of Christianity; 
and yet Christianized Papuans in 1873 won the 
prize medal at the Vienna Exposition on their 
arrow-root produce. The Fiji Islanders, when 
Christianity found them, were the most horri- 
ble cannibals. Indeed, it is impossible to con- 
ceive a depth of degradation greater than 
theirs. In 1 879 their governor, Sir A. Gordon, 
reported that "out of a population of 120,000, 
102,000 are regular worshipers in the churches, 
and in every/ami/y there is morning and even- 
ing worship." 

We all know something of the intellectual 
and moral debasement of our American In- 
dians. In British Columbia, William Duncan 
has converted a band of the most degraded, 
and " formed out of them in the midst of the 
wilderness, morally, religiously, socially and 
commercially, a flourishing Christian com- 
munity, which has astonished the poor, blind 
heathen, far and near; and made them long for 
the blessings of the Gospel. They have built 
a larger church than any between that point 
and San Francisco, besides a parsonage, school 
houses, stores, workshops, and the like; and 
have even founded a daughter colony of their 
own. Lord Dufierin, governor-general of Can- 
ada, on his tour of inspection, in 1876, could 
not find words to express his astonishmentr at 
what he saw in this place." 

In India, the stronghold of Brahmanism, 
Christianity is winning its way against pride, 
and bigotry, and superstition ; insomuch that 
Keshub Chander Len, the great Brahman of 
whom Joseph Cook said, He stood in the 
vestibule of the temple of the living God with 
his face inward." This great Brahman gave 
this testimony in a public speech in Calcutta : 
"Our hearts are touched, conquered, overcome 
by a Higher Power ; and this power is Christ." 
And again : " Native society is being roused, 
enlightened and reformed under the influence 



of Christianity." This was the deliberately 
expressed conviction of one of that haughty 
class, in whose estimation the maintenance of 
caste. dignity is of more importance than the 
salvation of a Pariah's soul. 

It is needless to extend this compilation of 
facts. He, who does not, in all this, recognize 
tke power of God, would not believe though 
one rose from the dead. "I will declare the 
decree, saith the Lord ; I will give the heathen 
for thine inheritance and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession. Be wise now, 
therefore, O ye kings : Be instructed, ye judges 
of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear and 
rejoice with trembling. Blessed are all they 
that put their trust in Him." 

The lesson for us in all this is (1) That this 
work wUl be done whether we take part in it or 
l ot. (2) That it is of infinitely more impor- 
tance to us than to the Lord ; for God is still 
" able of these stones to raise up " a people to 
promote His glory. (3) If we are wise to 
throw our whole spiritual energy into the 
work of making the kingdoms of this world 
the kingdoms of our God, and of His Christ, 
our finite endeavors will be unfailingly sup- 
plemented by His infinite power ; and our re- 
ward will be that fullness of joy symbolized 
to the Hebrews in the promised land ; and (4) 
That the conservation and efficient direction 
of the spiritual energies, that have been at- 
tended by these marvelous manifestations of 
God's power, have been in wisely organized effort. 

We of the Church of Christ have made 
scarcely more than a beginning. We are upon 
record as the people that give 6} certfe per 
member for missions; and money is the world's 
criterion of interest. ^ Is it not God's, too ? 
Where the treasure is, there will the heart be 
also ; itequally is true, where the heart is there 
will the treasure be also. If our giving is to 
be taken as the measure of oiir religion, many 
have just religion enough to make them mis- 
erable — ^just enough to make them forsake the 
flesh pots of Egypt, but not enough to lead 
them to the milk and honey of Canaan; and 
so they wander forever in a " land of sand 
and thorns." But if our Calebs and Joshuas are 
to the front — men full of the spirit of wisdom, 
strong, and of good courage — the conquest 
will be made. 
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There are women, too, a great multitude, 
Btrong-hearted and willing, ready to labor and 
to sacrifice for the blessed cause. It is a great 
honor, dear friends, conferred on us in these 
last years, that the gifts and graces of our own 
sex have been accepted and blessed to the de- 
veloping of a new element of strength, and 
a deeper spirituality in the church. Shall we 
not then, in gratitude, to our loving Father, 
who has so crowned consecrated womanhood, 
and opened up to us an empire, in which we 
can rule in accordance with His will, and to 
His glory, render unto Him that loyal service 
which shall 

" Hasten on the glorious time 
When beneath Messiah's sway, 
Every nation, every clime 
Shall the Gospel call obey." 

Our money-gathering may be important, 
and our work in mission fields well done ; but 
our best service — as woman's best service ever 
is— must be on the home side. We must in- 
scribe upon our walls and. blazon upon our 
banners the motto, **A Society in every church, 
and every woman in the Society ! " and work 
unfalteringly to that end. 

Does that seem formidable? The Anakim 
mv^ be conquered; and we know the secret of 
our strength— well organized effort and united 
supplication. The Hand that has wrought 
wonders in India will not be shortened in In- 
diana, or elsewhere. The women won, the chil- 
dren are ours; and the work of the next gener- 
ation will be on a scale of magnificence, which 
we can not now even conceive. 

To this end we must have a far more com- 
pact and efficient organization. Our work has 
grown to such proportions, that our general 
officers can not possibly give attention to de- 
veloping local interests. Every State should 
have its own strong central organization, and 
every State officer should hold herself respon- 
sible for the work committed to her, and push 
it just as rapidly as possible. Circumstances 
and difficulties will vary in different regions, 
and will have to be met with varying tact; in 
your State, it will be conservatism, that looks 
with jealous eye on every modern advance- 
ment ; in yourSf it will be radicalism, that will 
drift about with every wind of reform, and 
dissipate energies; in yours, it will be covet- 



ousneas that gives more than mint- value to a 
dollar, and clings tenaciously to what is not 
its own ; in yours, it will be paralysis of false 
teaching ; in yours, pride of culture and fear 
of Mrs, Grundy that, Gallio-like, care for 
none of these things. Be ye therefore wise' as 
serpents and harmless as doves. 

We must learn to carry more method into 
business, in our local work. Every State should 
have a good organizer — wise, winsome and 
practical — to aid in starting,wherever a church 
is ripe for it. Every Society should use all 
wise endeavors to win members and to culti- 
vate them. Let those who are called to pre- 
side, accept the trust in the fear of God, and 
devise the most vigorous policy they can for 
their Societies ; let Secretaries show conscien- 
tious work in their records ; Treasurers bring 
their best thought to the development of 
finance ; committees on programme see to it 
that there is always interest mingled with 
profit, for the meetings. 

But the utmost energy and fidelity on the 
part of officers will be unavailing, unless mcm- 
bers bring their abilities to the common work. 
One possesses the enchanting gift of song, one 
has commanding social influence, one can de- 
light by her eloquent reading, one has a genius 
for learning all newest and best methods, one 
can wield a graceful and vigorous pen, one can 
always find the bright new leaflets and tracts, 
the most interesting bits of missionary intelli- 
gence, one can lift all hearts heavenwards on 
the wings of prayer— Ah, if all these gifts were 
brought into the storehouse and multiplied 
into power, what might we not achieve ! Then 
there are the things all can do ; they can con- 
tribute the interest of their presence at the 
meetings ; they can take the Mission aby Tid- 
ings and read it, and catch the inspiration it 
is sure to bear with it; they can each kindle 
the flame of interest in another heart, and win 
another hand to the work ; they can habitually 
carry the missionary interest to the throne of 
grace, and, lastly, they can contribute of their 
meanfl, awe? far beyond any present standard of giv- 
ing. This is a hard saying, who can hear it ? 
*'Ah," some one will say, " this is a hard agel" 
Yes, this is a hard age. The struggle for ex- 
istence seems fierce and bitter. Life is bur- 
dened with considerations of what we shall 
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attd what we shall drink, and wherewithal 
weshall beclothed. Oh, that this burden could 
be lifted, and loving, loval Christian hearts 
could find emancipation from this thralidom, — 
could find repose for the weary spirit in wor- 
ship, and know the joy of liberal giving for 
every good work I Suppose we make, for the 
next year, a new departure, and take the Lord 
at his word, and learn by experience whether 
it is not better for our poor, careworn lives. 
Farther back than Sinai, given to man as man, 
and not to the Je w as Jew, and therefere not 
abrogated, was God's law of sanctified money, 
OTie tenth cf the money helongi to Him, He says, 
distinctly,''Him thsthonereth Me,I will honor/' 

There is a growing conviction among 
thoughtful Christians, that God planned for 
our temporal prosperity, better than our avarice 
does, when he gave man the law of tithes. 
We well, know how it worked among the 
chosen people — how when they were obedient 
they were prospered ; how when they robbed 
Him in tithes and offerings, the land was 
cursed for their sakes. The New Testament 
rule is, Give as God has prospered you. That 
must mean some definite proportion, or it 
means nothing. Why should we assume it is 
a hundredth, when He has said a tenth? 
Within the last four years a circular has been 
sent to 15,000 evangelical ministers and over 
100,000 laymen, bearing this statement and 
question : " My belief is that God blesses in 
temporal as (fell as in spiritual things the man 
who honors Him by setting apart a stated por- 
tion of his income to His service. I have 
never known an exception. Have you?" 

Testimoniald have been received in reply, 
almost daily for years, and so far as known, 
there is no real exception. If then we can 
give a tenth of our increase and have more 
left than if we give less, how easily we can lay 
our burden down, ^and how easily satisfy the 
longing of the heart to express its gratitude in 
thank offerings. And now, how much owest thou 
my Lord ? How much is it worth to you, to 
have had your lotjcast in the midst of the 
safety and refinements of highly civilized life? 
How much to you, that it was your privilege 
to be chosen by the Light of Love, to be cher- 
ished by your husband, as the jewel of his life, 
to be enthroned by him as his equal? How 



much to you, that your baby girl, the light 
and joy of your home. Was not torn from your 
mother heart to be destroyed, because too great 
a burden to be kept ? How much to you that 
your fair young daughter is not doomed to a 
long life of degraded and persecuted widow- 
hood, unblest by any memory of happy wedded 
life? How much to you, that, when your 
loved ones are given back to God, Faith sits 
by the doorway of the tomb, and points to a 
loving reunion in the blissful hereafter? How 
much to you, the assurance of sins forgiven, 
and that peace which passeth all understand- 
ing? 

Then, friend, by everyl consideration that 
gives joy to life, peace to death and hope to 
immortality, let us be moved to consecrate our 
lives anew to that service which consoles sor- 
row, raises the fallen, brings joy to the deso- 
late, and the light of heaven to the darkness of 
earth; and though we may not abide till our 
conquering hosts go into this Canaan, the 
Jordan of death will be parted for our enter- 
ing feet, and the welcome to the heavenly 
Canaan will be, Well done good and faithfu^ 
servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord. 

Bro. Garrison made a closing prayer, and 
the Convention adjourned to meet in the old 
church on Franklin Ave., at 3 p. m., Wednes- 
day, 20th. 

Wednesday Afternoon. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment, 
Mrs. J. H. O. Smith led in prayer. 

Miss Stella Hobbs presented the merits of the 
Louisville Cook Book, which was arranged and 
published Under the management of the Y. L. 
Band, of Louisville ; $100 was sent up to the 
Convention from the proceeds. They were anx- 
ious to enlarge their sales, as all the profits go 
to mission work. 

The principal feature of the afternoon work 
was the election of officers. According to pre- 
vious arrangement nominations were to be 
made at State Conventions and sent by a dele- 
gate who would be one of the nominating com- 
mittee. For those States sending no ticket, the 
officers for last year were nominated. Miss 
Jessie H. Brown, Chairman, reported as fol- 
lows: [See page 3.] 
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The following letter was read from Mrs. 
Hchell : 

To the Woman* 8 Board: 

Deab Sistebs: To you I first presented my 
plan for establishing the cause in the City of 
Washington among the colored people. As 
you were not able at that time to assume charge 
of the work, you advised presenting the matter 
to the General Convention, then assembled 
in Indianapolis. Briefly I laid before said 
convention plans, which were, in the judg- 
ment of many, both feasible and wise. So 
well were they received, that a collection 
was at once taken, and $115 raised. Encour- 
aged by this liberal response, I sent out appeals 
through the papers of our brotherhood, and 
$485 additional was sent to me in small sums 
from all over the cenntry, making in all $600. 
The amounts contributed by different auxil- 
iaries for the support of a Lord's-day school 
are not included in this $600. That was used 
in paying rent and other expenses of the 
school. The school was discontinued on ac- 
count of the hquse being sold, and no other 
suitable place could be found. To explain 
why the plans first proposed were not carried 
out would, at this late day, be useless, and to 
me a very unpleasant task. I have tried, as 
your trusted servant, to do the work, but fail- 
ure has set its seal, and now I ask you to decide 
what is to be done with this money? It would be 
very gratifying to me if it could be used for the 
benefit of the colored race somewhere. The 
The Southern Christian Institute is a very 
worthy enterprise, but some other disposition 
may seem best in your judgment. So I await 
your decision. 

Yours in the one hope, Clara Sghell. 

A letter was read from Miss Coburn, asking 
the C. W. B. M. to take the S. C. I. under its 
care. A letter was also read from Bro. Jeph- 
tha Hobbs, President of the Institute. The 
subject was discussed freely. It was decided 
that the C. W. B. M. had not the funds to as- 
sist to the extent desirable— viz., establishing 
the Institute on a permanent basis— and unless 
this could be done the expression seemed to 
be that we could do nothing. 

On motion of Mrs. T. B. Knowles the dis- 
bursement of the $600 in Mrs. Schell's hands 
was left to the discretion of the Executive 
Board. 

Mrs. Shortridge said she wished the Com- 
mittee on Missionary Tidings to reconsider 
the part relating to increasing her salary, the 
recommendation being too liberal. 

On motion it was recommitted. 

Adjourned to meet Thursday at 2 p. M. ' 



Thursday Afterkook. 
October 22 convention met in the basement 
of the Franklin Avenue M. E. Qhurch at the 
hour appointed. 175 were present. A song 
from a collection found in the pews was sung: 
"I am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard Thy 
Voice." Prayer by Sister Maclld. 

The Committee on Missionary Tidings re- 
ported : 

Mrs. PresideTit and Ladies of the Chnvention: 

Your committee to whom watf recommitted 
the matter concerning the Missionary Tid- 
ings begs leave to report the following : That 
with all due respect to Sister Shortridge's wo- 
manly and Christianly protest to our previous 
report we can not conscientiously, considering 
her efficient labors in the past and the amount 
of her time that the present needs of the Mission- 
ary Tidings imperatively demand, consent to 
alter our report. Yet fully appreciating the 
reasons of her protest, the deficit in our treas- 
ury, and the general needs of the cause, we as 
a committee do hereby make ourselves respon- 
sible for one-eighth of the amount mentioned 
in our previous report, as a minimum expres- 
sion of our appreciation of Sister Shortridge's 
long, arduous and efficient labors as our glad 
and willing servant. 

Mrs. O. a. Carr. 

Mrs. O. a. Burgess. 

Mrs. J. M. L. Campbell. 

Mlss Jessie H. Brown. 

Report adopted by a rising vote. 

On motion the Committee on Programme 
was made the Committee on Leaflets. 

Mrs. King, chairman, stated that the in- 
creasing demand for missionary intelligence 
compels us to have something in readiness to 
answer the demands with. Such leaflets can 
be purchased for the present from our neigh- 
boring societies in other churches at a much 
smaller cost than we could have them printed. 

On motion of Mrs. Conklin the following 
was adopted : 

For the purpose of disseminating missionary 
Intelligence in a thoroughly business-like, in- 
telligent manner, I move that a Bureau of In- 
formation shall oe formed under the guardian- 
ship of our C. W. B. M., the object of which 
shall be to collect, publish and distribute leaf- 
lets, tracts and short essays on missionary 
subjects ; such Bureau to be placed in the care 
of some person or persons who shall take 
charge of its business. 

On motion, the management of this Bureau 
was given over to Mrs. King. 
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Information was asked in reference to the 
management of district work, which was 
given by Mrs. Wakefield, the work in her 
district being in a flourishing condition. 

The following received the hearty sanction 
of the Convention : 
Ladies of Board of the C. W. B. M.: 

Abont the 20th of April last there came to 
Warren, Ohio, the news of the death of our sis- 
ter Josephine Smith, in Japan. 

Our sisters, with tearful eyes, looked about 
for some way to express our sympathv and 
some manner of helping our lone brother in 
bearing his grief. Tears and idle " resolutions " 
avail nothing. x 

Sister Sarah Randolph Lyman, since de- 
ceased, presented to the Society, which was 
called in memory of Sister Smith, the propri- 
ety of raising a memorial fund, which should 
be used at Akita for a permanent building, 
that should bear her name, as a token of her 
worth. It was received. Word was sent to 
sister auxiliaries, and as the first spontaneous 
expression of 22d Division, about $200 came 
to our hand, which we now hold. 

This far in explanation of our past work. 
We now wish to present to the convention 
the propriety of verging our Memorial into 
the same channel as that of the Children's 
Home Fund. , 

That our ladies recognize our effort and 
support us in our free gift offering. 

We stand approved by the State Board and 
desire the same of the General Board. 

We have found a great stimulus to mission- 
ary effort with us, and desire to hold our 
fund in the 22d Division until the united 
sums shall reach the desired amount. 

We submit this for the consideration and 
approval of the convention. 
Respectfully, 

Mrs. E. B. Wakefield, 
Preal. 22d Div,, Warren, 0. 
The following resolution was adopted : 
For the purpose of facilitating the excellent 
and noble work of the C. W. B. M., I move 
that all auxiliaries be requested, through this 
convention, the Missionary Tidings, and the 
J^ndard, too, if necessary, to change their By- 
Laws and other arrangements so as to make 
October the beginning of their missionary year, 
^ no matter at what time their organization be- 
gan. 

Mrs. H. Benton, a member of the Franklin 
avenue M. E. Church, a woman devoted to the 
cause of missions, a member of the Cincinnati 
branch, was introduced, and spoke very en- 
couragingly. Their society has existed six- 
teen years, and had passed through, in the 



years of their organization, about the same that 
the C. W. B. M. were now. 
The following from Bro. Azbill : 

Kingston, Jamaica, Oct. 5, 1885. 
My Dear Sitter: 

If you think it and feel it, I beg you to impress 
upon the Cleveland convention that there is a 
wide difference between your work of Church 
extension in the States, and our work of plant- 
ing and training in foreign mission fields. To 
facilitate you in thb most needful undertaking, 
allow me to remind you of the main difference. 

Those who go west to build up churches do 
not Chritlianiee the materials of which their 
churches are composed. The people who form 
those churches were bom of Christian parents 
who themselves worshiped God from their fore- 
fathers. Those people are by inheritance of a 
higher civilization. Then, they have grown 
up into Christian habits and Christian modes 
of thought, being forever surrounded by Chris- 
tian influences in Chrbtian customs. Now, to 
win such people to an acceptance of Chris- 
tianity, in its own name and for its own sake, 
and to gather them into congregations for the 
purposes of Christian activity, is a grand work, 
and indispensable work, but a vastly different 
work from that of the real missionary, who is 
compelled to begin with his disciples at the 
very a 6 e of social, moral, and religious no- 
tions. 

When one says : " I can do more good with 
a given amount of money in the West during 
one year than you can do in any foreign mis- 
sion field, with the same amount, in the same 
time,'' he is guilty of great forgetfulness, or 
chargeable with gross stupidity. May God 
have mercy on those who are gulled by such 
fallacies. Are ^ears on years of civilizing in- 
fluences, operating at immense costs, to go for 
nothing ? Do those who talk so know how long 
it took or what it cost to civilize and Chris- 
tianize our savage Saxon ancestors ? Do they 
know by what tardy steps our fathers were 
brought from the observance of Wooden's day, 
Thor's day, Frigis day, Saturn's day and the 
Sun's day, to the worship of the true God ? Are 
they prepared to reckon the worth of what has 
been achieved by our race during the past 
thousand years, in the light of the possibilities 
we now witness in the United States ? Then^ 
in view of all these things, let them form their 
estimate of the value of Christian mission work 
in the lower civilizations, and let them cease 
to be impatient as to results. 

I am led to make these remarks by some 
evidence I have had, that we are expected by 
certain friends of our missions to ouild up 
self-sustaining churches in foreign fields with 
a readiness equal to that we all witness in the 
Western States with so much pleasure. If you 
could turn a wide stream of emigration from 
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Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, and Mis- 
souri, into Jamaica, equal to that which is 
pouring into the Western States, we would 
gladly enter the list and comi)ete with our be- 
loved Western workers in their line of labor. 
But, in the present circumstances, our work is 
different, though not a whit less promising, as 
all are aware, and this and that can only be 
compared by their differences. 

The aloe, or century plant, grows in great 
abundance here, and I have diligently ob- 
served its growth. There is something sug- 
gestive in it. For a long, long time there is 
to be observed only a multiplication and a 
thickening of the great stiff leaves, which, 
however, become more and more gracefully 
curved. But suddenly, by and bye, a splen- 
did "May pole" shoots uj) to the height of fif- 
teen to twenty feet, and is crowned with an 
immense cluster of golden flowers. On exam- 
ining these flowers you will find that each is a 
young aloe, and when the "May pole" falls 
headlong to the ground with the weight of the 
growing cluster, the region where the bunch 
strikes the earth is soon bestudded with scions. 
Your century of Christian growth in the States 
has just closed. Your aloe has ripened, and the 
"May-pole" with its immense cluster, has 
fallen westward. But our Jamaica plant is 
scarcely more than a scion, though its leaves 
are now thickening and recently taking on 
some graceful turns. Give us time ; for Christ's 
sake, give us time in all our mission fields. 

The duty of the Church to extend her bor- 
ders will be, as it should be, sufficiently ur^ed ; 
let us also enforce powerfully her obligations 
in Christ Jesus to "disciple all nations." 

Your brother, Azbill. 

To Maria Jameson, PresH C. W. B. M. 

The following was presented by Mrs. Conk- 
lin: 

TBAININa SCHOOL FOB MISSIONABIES. 

For the purpose of fitting and equipping 
women for missionary work among the Freed- 
men, the Indians, the Mormons, the Mexicans 
and foreigners in our own country, as well as 
in foreign lands, a Training School should be 
provided, which would give in a year or 
eighteen months such medical, Bible, practi- 
cal and language study as to fit them for work. 
The Hindoostanee, Chiqese, Armenian and 
other languages may be taught by native 
teachers, in such a school, at a far less expense 
of money than can be done after reaching 
those countries, to say nothing of the great 
cost of time, patience, courage, health, vital- 
ity, and even of life, that the present means of 
obtaining these necessary acquirements de- 
mands. A sufficient medical training may be 
supplied gratis, through lectures by the best 
medical talent, so also Bible training, and a 
practical training no where else supplied. 



There are many good colleges in which our 
missionaries might obtain some one department 
of their work during a longer time and at a 
greater cost, but we have no school where all 
their principal training may be supplied in so 
short a time under the associations and sur- 
roundings of an enlightened, Christian home, 
instead of in an uncomfortable, dark, cruel 
and unsympathetic heathendom. 

Having prayed for this thing for about two 
years ; having studied the necessary conditions 
of such a school in many if not all it bearings, 
having talked with many foreign missionaries 
upon Its feasibility, I am prepared to say that 
the more I study, inquire, think and pray 
over it, the more and more I am convinced 
that such a school is feasible, ts practicable, is 
possible, and will eventually be established. 

All good and great works come slowly, and 
so I desire first, that our ladies, our talented, 
large hearted women should think and pray 
over this project for the benefit of our dear de- 
voted and self-sacrificing missionary girls, 
that when a tangible method is presented their 
hearts, minds and hands will be prepared to 
carry it forward to success. 

Mrs. I. A. Conklin, 
181 Park St., Detroit^ Mich, 

Whole amount of contributions during the 
convention: Cash, $660; pledges, $480. 

It was ordered that the minutes of the con- 
vention be published as last year, in the Mis- 
sionary Tidings form, also that a limited 
number be printed in pamphlet form, to be 
sold at ten cents each. 

The President stated that, as there was much 
complaint that the ladies could not be heard, 
and inasmuch as this adjourned meeting had 
proven to be particularly interesting, perhaps 
it would be well to consider the matter of 
holding the conventions of the C. W. B. M. in 
some room suited to the capacity of women's 
voices^ at the same time the G. C. M. S. was in 
session. 

Mrs. S. Wallace offered the following: 

Resolved, That hereafter, during the sittings 
of the General Convention, all business meet- 
ings shall be held with closed doors. 

This resolution was discussed spiritedly, and 
on being put to vote was lost. 

A vote of thanks to the pastor and officers 
of the church for their kindness in giving^it 
for the use of the meeting this afternoon was 
offered and adopted by rising. 

Benediction by Bro. Atwater. 
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CHRISTIAN WOMAN'S 

The following resolutioiu were adopted by 
the C. W. B. M., F. C. M. 8., and G. C. M. S., 
in joint session, Friday afternoon, October 22 : 
Mr, President, Brethren (f the O, C. M. C, and 
the F. a M.S., and Sieiera the C. W, B. M.: 
Your Ck>mmittee on Resolutions beg leave 
to report the following: - 

Remlvedj 1. That the thanks of the Gonyen- 
tions represented by your committee be ten- 
dered to the Christian churches of Cleveland 
and vicinity for their generous hospitality; 
to the press of the city for their full report 
-of our Convention proceedings ; to the vari- 
ous roilroads that have extended to delegates 
the courtesy of reduced rates of travel ; and 
to the M. E- Church on Franklin Ave., for 
the use of their chapel by the C. W. B. M. 

2. That t]ie thanks of each Convention be 
tendered to its officers for their efficient and 
49elf- sacrificing labors in the cause of missions. 

3. That each Convention, through its Cor- 
responding Secretary, send messages of sympa- 
thy and appreciation to every missionary 
either wholly or partly appointed by it. 

4. That a joint committee, composed of the 
-Corresponding Secretaries of the F. C. M. S., 
the G. C. M. C., and the C. W. B. M., be ap- 
pointed, with instructions to prepare an inter- 
Zapping program for our next general conven- 
tion. Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. O. a. Cabr, 
B. O. Ayleswobth, 
W. P. Aylesworth, 

CommiUee, 

A. McLean, of Ohio, read the following re- 
port, written by Mrs. Kate C. Pendleton, from 
the Joint Committee on Obituaries : 

We are called upon to mourn the loss from 
our ranks of the following loved and honored 
sisters : From Georgia, Mrs. Emily H. Tubman; 
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from Indiana, Mrs. M. M. B. Goodwin, Mrs. 
Zoe L. Tedrowe, *Mr8. Alma Cutts, and Mrs. 
J ames Gist : from Ohio, Mrs. May Rodefer, 
Mrs. Sarah Lee^ Mrs. Sarah Rudolph Lyman ; 
from Virginia, Miss Kate Ainslee ; from Min- 
nesota, Mrs. Frankie Woodward; from Ken- 
tucky, Miss Magffie Scott; from Illinois, Miss 
Jean Lindsay, Mrs. Jones Braden, Mrs. Mc- 
Mannis, Mrs. Lawrence, Mrs. Dumbrachersy^ 
Mrs. Vogle, and Mrs. El ma Holt ; from New 
York, Mrs. Jennie M. Kellogg; from Iowa, 
Mrs. Ray Savage; from Japan, Mrs. Jo- 
sephine Smith ; from Pennsylvania, Miss An- 
nie Atkins. Added to these beloved sisters, 
we are called also to note as fallen from our 
ranks the following brethren : From Iowa, H. 
G. Van Meter ; from Kentucky, W. S. Mook- 
lor ; from Ohio, W. T. Cook and John Reed ; 
from Tennessee, G. W. Campbell and Isaac 
Itriersee; from Indiana, Miner Nesbit and 
James Gist. 

Some of these were poor in earthly goods, 
but rich in spirit; some were rich and gave 
largely ; all were faithful workers in the Lord's 
vineyard. "Blessed are the poor who give 
largely of what they have in love; they have 
their reward. Blessed are the rich who use 
their wealth for Christ and his Church ; they 
also have their reward." 

We would commend the mourners to God 
and to the Word of his grace, who is able to 
build them up and give them an inheritance 
among the sanctified. As we close our ranks 
over our fallen comrades, we would consecrate 
ourselves anew to the service of Him who died 
for us and rose again. 

Mrs. Kate C. Pendleton, 

C. 8. Lucas, 

A. McLean, 

CommiUee, 



* Mrs. Cutts acted as Recording Secretary at the 
time the C. W. B. M. was organized. Through some 
oversight her name has been omitted from former 
obituary notices. 
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